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THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PORTALES met in regular session in a Zoom Meeting held to 
best protect the health of the public and employees due to the Covid-19 restrictions on Tuesday, May 5, 
2020, at 10:00 a.m., with Mayor Jackson and limited staff in the Council Chambers of the Memorial Building, 
200 E. 7th Street, Portales, NM in full conformity with the rules and regulations.  Mayor Jackson called the 
meeting to order and asked the City Clerk to call roll.  
 
Those Councilors present and constituting a quorum telephonically were: 
 
 
MAYOR:   Ronald L. Jackson (present in person) 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem and Councilors were present telephonically. 
 
MAYOR PRO-TEM:  Michael G. Miller   
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Daniel W. Boan (absent)  Michael James “Jim” Lucero   
    Veronica A. Cordova (absent)  Dianne Y. Parker 

Chadrick H. Heflin    Oscar H. Robinson       
    Jake J. Lopez        
 
 
STAFF PRESENT IN PERSON: Sammy Standefer, City Manager  Randy Knudson, City Attorney 
 
STAFF PRESENT  
TELEPHONICALLY:  Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk  Veda Urioste, Deputy City Clerk 
    Christine A. Mitchell, I.T. Tech.  Marilyn Rapp, Finance Director   
    Donna Rutherford, Planning Director    
     
  
(A) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S):   

1. Regular Meeting held April 21, 2020. 
 
Mayor Jackson asked the Council to consider the minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 21, 2020. He asked 
for comments or corrections. Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Lucero made 
the motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of April 21, 2020 as presented. 
Councilor Parker seconded the motion. Mayor Jackson asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to request the 
vote by roll call. Roll call vote by all Council members resulted in unanimous support of the 
motion. No abstentions. Motion carried. 
 
 
  

http://www.portalesnm.gov/
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(B) RECOMMENDATION(S) FROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
REQUESTING THE ADOPTION OF A COVID-19 RELIEF PROGRAM AND APPLICATION PROCESS 
FOR ELIGIBLE SMALL BUSINESSES WITHIN THE CITY OF PORTALES 

1. Recommendation from Economic Development Finance Review Committee 
approving the request. 

2. Resolution #19-20-38, A Resolution authorizing Implementation of a COVID-19 
Economic Relief Program to Fund Eligible Businesses. 

  
Mayor Jackson read the next item into the record as Recommendations from the Economic Development 
Finance Review Committee (Committee) for the request to adopt the COVID-19 Relief program and 
application process for eligible small businesses within the city of Portales.  Mayor Jackson commented that 
City Attorney Knudson and Planning Director Donna Rutherford are present to talk about the proposed 
program.  He stated that the first item in this topic is the recommendation from the Committee the second is 
the Resolution authorizing the program.  The Mayor stated that City Manager Standefer is also at hand to 
assist with any questions.  He asked Mr. Knudson to go over the proposed program for the Council.  Mr. 
Knudson stated that he was presenting on behalf of the chairperson of the Committee and said that they 
had met last week and are recommending adoption of the resolution approving the Covid-19 Relief program 
and application program will allow eligible local small businesses to apply for a portion of the City’s LEDA 
funds. He stated that the economic development fund has around $1.4 million at the current time.  He told 
the Council that the Committee is recommending that the City Manager be afforded discretion and 
permission to allow eligible businesses to apply for the funds to assist them in restarting their businesses or 
defray some of the costs that were incurred as a result of having their businesses shut down during the last 
month.  He directed the Council to their packets that include the resolution and a draft of the program 
application.  Mr. Knudson told the Council that the request is for the Council to approve the resolution.  He 
stated that once finalize and set into process, then the applications can be vetted by the City Manager and 
the Finance Director and others such as the Economic Development Director and those selected for funding 
would sign a participation agreement that would come back to the Council before any funding is released.  
Mayor Jackson said that he would go down the list of Councilors and ask for comments, questions, or 
concerns from each one: 
 

• Mayor Pro-Tem Miller stated that he was on the Economic Development Finance Review Committee 
that met last week.  He commented that although he did not hear it from Mr. Knudson, he stated 
that he understood that the Council will ultimately approve any funds to go out from this process.  
He asked for someone to address that for the Council.  Mr. Knudson stated that the Council is 
approving the resolution allowing applications online which would be vetted, and successful 
applicants would be taken to the Council for their approval.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller thanked Mr. 
Knudson for confirmation of what he understood from the meeting and that he thought it was a 
great idea that gives our businesses an opportunity to come back and not shut down permanently. 

 
• Councilor Heflin had no questions. 

 
• Councilor Lucero went on the record that he wanted to be included in the discussion but that he 

would abstain from voting since he is the Executive Director of the RCCDC.  He went on to state that 
he thought that it is a great opportunity for businesses to get assistance from the LEDA fund. 

 
• Councilor Parker stated that she agreed with the other Councilors and stated that she feels that it is 

so great that the City can provide this help to local businesses.  She reiterated that she was in total 
agreement. 

 
• Councilor Lopez stated that he agreed with the other Councilors as well.  He asked what the limit of 

the amount of grants that could be awarded.  City Attorney Knudson responded that the amount 
listed in the resolution is from $3,000.00 to $25,000.00.  Mr. Knudson added, as clarification, that 
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although there is $1.4 million in the LEDA Fund, initial request would be considered up to 
$400,000.00 so that there will still be money left in the Fund. 
 

• Councilor Robinson stated that he thought it was a great idea and glad that the Council is moving 
forward to help our citizens in dire need.  He asked how the information would be sent to the 
businesses in the City adding the concern that there would not be enough time to get the 
information to them.  City Manager Standefer responded that the application would be posted on the 
City’s website and that it would be shared with the Chamber.  He said that the business would be 
able to download the application.  He said that the information would be sent to the Councilors 
tomorrow so that they can share it with the community. 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem Miller asked to make the motion, if appropriate at this time, to approve resolution if there 
were no further comments.  Mayor Jackson approved the action.  Mayor Pro-Tem Miller made the 
motion to adopt Resolut ion #19-20-38, authoriz ing implementation of the COVID-19 Economic 
Relief Program which authorizes the City Manager to implement the application process.  
Councilor Heflin seconded the motion. Mayor Jackson asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to request the 
vote by roll call. Roll call vote by all Council members present, w ith Councilor Lucero abstaining, 
resulted in five Councilors in support of the motion and one (1) abstention. Motion carried. 
 
 
(C) APPROVAL OF AWARD OF BID TO AMERICAN AIRPORT MAINTENANCE FOR TAXIWAY, A 
PAVEMENT MAINTENANCE PROJECT PENDING FUNDING AGENCY APPROVAL AND 
APPROPRIATION 
  
Mayor Jackson read the next item into the record as Approval of Award of bid to American Airport 
Maintenance for Taxiway, A Pavement Maintenance Project pending funding agency approval and 
appropriation.  He stated that staff is not present to respond to questions but that the City Manager would 
respond.  He asked for questions from the Council.  He commented that, normally there is a 5% local match 
on this type of funding, this funding is 100% if approved by FAA.  City Manager Standefer confirmed that 
fact.  There being no questions from the Council, Mayor Jackson asked for action on the award of bid.   
Mayor Jackson asked the pleasure of the Council. Councilor Parker made the motion to approve the 
award of bid to American Airport Maintenance for Taxiway as presented.  Councilor Heflin 
seconded the motion. Mayor Jackson asked City Clerk Martinez-Terry to request the vote by roll call. Roll 
call vote by all Council members resulted in unanimous support of the motion. No abstentions. 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor declared that any question or comment from citizens may be submitted in writing to the City Clerk or 
City Manager before or after the meeting. Contact information for both are on the city’s website:  
www.portalesnm.gov. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Jackson adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
       
Joan Martinez-Terry, City Clerk 

http://www.portalesnm.gov/

